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Fiction or philosophy, profound knowledge or shocking heresy? When Vestiges of the Natural History of
Creation was published anonymously in 1844, it sparked one of the greatest sensations of the Victorian era.
More than a hundred thousand readers were spellbound by its startling vision—an account of the world that
extended from the formation of the solar system to the spiritual destiny of humanity. As gripping as a
popular novel, Vestiges combined all the current scientific theories in fields ranging from astronomy and
geology to psychology and economics. The book was banned, it was damned, it was hailed as the gospel for
a new age. This is where our own public controversies about evolution began.

In a pioneering cultural history, James A. Secord uses the story of Vestiges to create a panoramic portrait of
life in the early industrial era from the perspective of its readers. We join apprentices in a factory town as
they debate the consequences of an evolutionary ancestry. We listen as Prince Albert reads aloud to Queen
Victoria from a book that preachers denounced as blasphemy vomited from the mouth of Satan. And we
watch as Charles Darwin turns its pages in the flea-ridden British Museum library, fearful for the fate of his
own unpublished theory of evolution. Using secret letters, Secord reveals how Vestiges was written and how
the anonymity of its author was maintained for forty years. He also takes us behind the scenes to a bustling
world of publishers, printers, and booksellers to show how the furor over the book reflected the emerging
industrial economy of print.

Beautifully written and based on painstaking research, Victorian Sensation offers a new approach to literary
history, the history of reading, and the history of science. Profusely illustrated and full of fascinating stories,
it is the most comprehensive account of the making and reception of a book (other than the Bible) ever
attempted.
 
Winner of the 2002 Pfizer Award from the History of Science Society
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From reader reviews:

Brady Witt:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Victorian Sensation : The Extraordinary Publication, Reception, and Secret
Authorship of Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation book is readable by simply you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving Victorian Sensation :
The Extraordinary Publication, Reception, and Secret Authorship of Vestiges of the Natural History of
Creation content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
Victorian Sensation : The Extraordinary Publication, Reception, and Secret Authorship of Vestiges of the
Natural History of Creation is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Alonzo Stark:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Victorian Sensation : The Extraordinary Publication,
Reception, and Secret Authorship of Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up
this book.

Francis Mason:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for
your requirements is Victorian Sensation : The Extraordinary Publication, Reception, and Secret Authorship
of Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation this publication consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Sherry Francis:

You can get this Victorian Sensation : The Extraordinary Publication, Reception, and Secret Authorship of
Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or



reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are
various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era
just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you
to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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