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Though it did not yet exist as a discrete field of scientific inquiry, biology was at the heart of many of the
most important debates in seventeenth-century philosophy. Nowhere is this more apparent than in the work
of G. W. Leibniz. In Divine Machines, Justin Smith offers the first in-depth examination of Leibniz's deep
and complex engagement with the empirical life sciences of his day, in areas as diverse as medicine,
physiology, taxonomy, generation theory, and paleontology. He shows how these wide-ranging pursuits were
not only central to Leibniz's philosophical interests, but often provided the insights that led to some of his
best-known philosophical doctrines.

Presenting the clearest picture yet of the scope of Leibniz's theoretical interest in the life sciences, Divine
Machines takes seriously the philosopher's own repeated claims that the world must be understood in
fundamentally biological terms. Here Smith reveals a thinker who was immersed in the sciences of life, and
looked to the living world for answers to vexing metaphysical problems. He casts Leibniz's philosophy in an
entirely new light, demonstrating how it radically departed from the prevailing models of mechanical
philosophy and had an enduring influence on the history and development of the life sciences. Along the
way, Smith provides a fascinating glimpse into early modern debates about the nature and origins of organic
life, and into how philosophers such as Leibniz engaged with the scientific dilemmas of their era.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew German:

The book Divine Machines: Leibniz and the Sciences of Life can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Divine
Machines: Leibniz and the Sciences of Life? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to
share all of these. Book Divine Machines: Leibniz and the Sciences of Life has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Leggett:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your
mind skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that
need more time to be go through. Divine Machines: Leibniz and the Sciences of Life can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Susan Albro:

You can find this Divine Machines: Leibniz and the Sciences of Life by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of
this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.

Christopher Suttle:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as
of book Divine Machines: Leibniz and the Sciences of Life. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without
leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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