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Based on extensive primary sources, many never previously translated into English, this is the definitive
account of the origins of Ceres as it went from being classified as a new planet to reclassification as the first
of a previously unknown group of celestial objects. Cunningham opens this critical moment of astronomical
discovery to full modern analysis for the first time. This book includes all the voluminous correspondence,
translated into English, between the astronomers of Europe about the startling discovery of Ceres by Piazzi
in 1801. It covers the period up to March 1802, at which time Pallas was discovered. Also included are
Piazzi’s two monographs about Ceres, and the sections of two books dealing with Ceres, one by Johann
Bode, the other by Johann Schroeter. The origin of the word ‘asteroid’ is explained, along with several
chapters on the antecedents of the story going back to ancient Greek times. The formulation of Bode’s Law
is given, as are the details on the efforts of Baron von Zach to organize a search for the supposed missing
planet between Mars and Jupiter. Examples of verse created to commemorate the great discovery are
included in this first volume. The author, who has a PhD in the History of Astronomy, is a dedicated scholar
of the story of asteroids and his research on the discovery of Ceres is comprehensive and fully sourced. The
discovery came at a time when rival astronomers were in hot competition with each other, and when the true
nature of these celestial bodies was not yet known. With astronomers in France, Italy and beyond vying to
understand and receive credit for the new class of astral bodies, drama was not in short supply--nor were
scientific advances.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Buckley:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Discovery of the
First Asteroid, Ceres: Historical Studies in Asteroid Research is our recommendation so you keep up with
the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jose Murry:

The reason why? Because this Discovery of the First Asteroid, Ceres: Historical Studies in Asteroid
Research is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it
will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book
in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret
it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your talent and
your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Deborah Young:

Discovery of the First Asteroid, Ceres: Historical Studies in Asteroid Research can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Discovery of the First Asteroid, Ceres: Historical Studies in Asteroid Research
although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts
that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
considering.

Carlos Mendoza:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
many books in the top list in your reading list is Discovery of the First Asteroid, Ceres: Historical Studies in
Asteroid Research. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to
be precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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