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First published in 1926, A Dictionary of Modern English Usage is one of the most celebrated reference
books of the twentieth century. Commonly known as "Fowler," after its inimitable author, H.W. Fowler, it
has sold more than a million copies and maintained a devoted following over seven decades, in large part
because of its charming blend of information and good humor, delivered in the voice of a genial if somewhat
idiosyncratic schoolmaster. "Reading Fowler," William F. Buckley once noted, "provides instruction and
knowledge and direction, but the whole of it is a sensual delight." And Jessica Mitford wrote that Fowler's
style "has afforded me endless amusement and instruction through my very long life." The first place to turn
for sensible advice on the thorny issues of grammar, meaning, and pronunciation, "Fowler" is one of those
rare reference books that can also be read simply for pleasure.
Now this classic is available in a new edition--the first major revision since Fowler's original. Rewritten,
updated, and expanded to take into account the vast linguistic changes of the past three-quarters of a century,
here are thousands of alphabetically arranged entries, offering advice and background information on all
aspects of the English language, from grammar to spelling to literary style. This masterful revision has been
carried out by Robert Burchfield, hailed by The Chicago Tribune as "the greatest living lexicographer." In
his hands, the MEU has retained its beloved traits--accessibility, authority, and (not least) personality--while
acquiring new ones, most notably, up-to-the-minute currency. As in "Fowler," the new edition is a
cornucopia of information on such troublesome areas as the plural form of foreign words (adagio,
curriculum, memorandum, virus); related or like-sounding words (affect/effect, continual/continuous); rarely
encountered literary terms (alcaics, alexandrine, arsis); and unusual inflected forms (for instance, taxi, taxis,
taxiing). But there are also many innovations. Burchfield, who spent decades working on the Oxford English
Dictionary, has introduced the OED's historical approach to the MEU, providing fascinating details on how
and when new usages entered the language. In addition, he has combed novels, newspapers, and magazines
to replenish the book's many illustrative sentences with new examples from the 1980s and 1990s, taken from
such sources as The New Yorker and The New York Review of Books, and from such writers as Saul Bellow,
John Updike, Kingsley and Martin Amis, Anita Brookner, and Penelope Lively. The new MEU also covers
much more of the English-speaking world than did "Fowler"--including not only the United Kingdom and
the United States, but also Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, and elsewhere--and pronunciation
is now given in the International Phonetic Alphabet, with an easy-to-consult guide given across each double-
page spread.
For seventy years, A Dictionary of Modern English Usage has supplied readers with information, guidance,
and amusement. This major revision provides an MEU for the next century: a completely up-to-date work
based on the immense databases of the Oxford English Dictionary, providing the same insightful,
authoritative, and lively coverage that has long made "Fowler" a synonym for correct English.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Guyette:

In other case, little persons like to read book The New Fowler's Modern English Usage. You can choose the
best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book The New
Fowler's Modern English Usage. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a
book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Gladys Dearth:

The book The New Fowler's Modern English Usage give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book The New Fowler's
Modern English Usage being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up
and read a guide The New Fowler's Modern English Usage. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Annamarie Hernandez:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping The New Fowler's Modern English
Usage that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior
all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react toward
the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of
you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you can pick The New Fowler's Modern English Usage become your own personal starter.

Terry Hollis:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book The New Fowler's Modern English Usage to
make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar
to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book
and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside
that the publication The New Fowler's Modern English Usage can to be a newly purchased friend when
you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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