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Moral paragon, public servant, founding father; scoundrel, opportunist, womanizing phony: There are many
Benjamin Franklins. Now, as we celebrate the tercentenary of Franklin's birth, Jerry Weinberger reveals the
Franklin behind the many masks and shows that the real Franklin was far more remarkable than anyone has
yet discovered.

Taking the Autobiography as the key to Franklin's thought, Weinberger argues that previous assessments
have not yet probed to the bottom of Ben's famous irony and elusiveness. While others take the self-portrait
as an elder statesman's relaxed and playful retrospection, Weinberger unveils it as the window to Franklin's
deepest reflections on God, virtue, justice, equality, natural rights, love, the good life, the modern
technological project, and the place and limits of reason in politics and human experience. Along the way,
Weinberger explores Franklin's ribald humor, usually ignored or toned down by historians and critics, and
shows it to be charming-and philosophic.

Following Franklin's rhetorical twists and turns, Weinberger discovers a serious thinker who was profoundly
critical of religion, moral virtue, and political ideals and whose grasp of human folly constrained his hopes
for enlightenment and political reform. This close and amusing reading of Franklin portrays a scrupulous
dialectical philosopher, humane and wise, but more provocative and disturbing than even the most
hardboiled interpreters have taken Franklin to be a freethinking critic of Enlightenment freethinking, who
played his moral and theological cards very close to the vest.

Written for general readers who want to delve more deeply into the mind of a great man and great American,
Benjamin Franklin Unmasked shows us a massively powerful intellect lurking behind the leather-apron
countenance. This lively, witty, and revelatory book is indispensable for those who want to meet the real
Franklin.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Stanley:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Benjamin Franklin Unmasked: On the Unity of His
Moral, Religious, and Political Thought (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) as your
daily resource information.

Luis Acosta:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Benjamin Franklin Unmasked: On the Unity of
His Moral, Religious, and Political Thought (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) can
be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Anne Stewart:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Benjamin Franklin Unmasked: On the Unity of
His Moral, Religious, and Political Thought (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Benjamin Franklin Unmasked: On
the Unity of His Moral, Religious, and Political Thought (American Political Thought (University Press of
Kansas)) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make
you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try
to like reading this.

Jeffrey Nathanson:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book Benjamin Franklin Unmasked: On the Unity of His Moral, Religious, and Political
Thought (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) we can get more advantage. Don't that



you be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Benjamin Franklin Unmasked: On the Unity
of His Moral, Religious, and Political Thought (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)).
You can more inviting than now.
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