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In the dining-room it was Thaddeus Tchnichnikoff's turn to tell hunting stories. He was the greatest timber-
merchant in Lithuania. He owned immense forests and he loved Feodor Feodorovitch as a brother, for they
had played together all through their childhood, and once he had saved him from a bear that was just about to
crush his skull as one might knock off a hat. General Trebassof's father was governor of Courlande at that
time, by the grace of God and the Little Father. Thaddeus, who was just thirteen years old, killed the bear
with a single stroke of his boar-spear, and just in time. Close ties were knit between the two families by this
occurrence, and though Thaddeus was neither noble-born nor a soldier, Feodor considered him his brother
and felt toward him as such. Now Thaddeus had become the greatest timber-merchant of the western
provinces, with his own forests and also with his massive body, his fat, oily face, his bull-neck and his ample
paunch. He quitted everything at once—all his affairs, his family—as soon as he learned of the first attack, to
come and remain by the side of his dear comrade Feodor. He had done this after each attack, without
forgetting one. He was a faithful friend. But he fretted because they might not go bear-hunting as in their
youth. 'Where, he would ask, are there any bears remaining in Courlande, or trees for that matter, what you
could call trees, growing since the days of the grand-dukes of Lithuania, giant trees that threw their shade
right up to the very edge of the towns? Where were such things nowadays? Thaddeus was very amusing, for
it was he, certainly, who had cut them away tranquilly enough and watched them vanish in locomotive
smoke. It was what was called Progress. Ah, hunting lost its national character assuredly with tiny new-
growth trees which had not had time to grow. And, besides, one nowadays had not time for hunting. All the
big game was so far away. Lucky enough if one seized the time to bring down a brace of woodcock early in
the morning. At this point in Thaddeus's conversation there was a babble of talk among the convivial
gentlemen, for they had all the time in the world at their disposal and could not see why he should be so
concerned about snatching a little while at morning or evening, or at midday for that matter. Champagne was
flowing like a river when Rouletabille was brought in by Matrena Petrovna. The general, whose eyes had
been on the door for some time, cried at once, as though responding to a cue: "Ah, my dear Rouletabille! I
have been looking for you. Our friends wrote me you were coming to St. Petersburg." Rouletabille hurried
over to him and they shook hands like friends who meet after a long separation. The reporter was presented
to the company as a close young friend from Paris whom they had enjoyed so much during their latest visit
to the City of Light. Everybody inquired for the latest word of Paris as of a dear acquaintance. "How is
everybody at Maxim's?" urged the excellent Athanase Georgevitch. Thaddeus, too, had been once in Paris
and he returned with an enthusiastic liking for the French demoiselles. "Vos gogottes, monsieur," he said,
appearing very amiable and leaning on each word, with a guttural emphasis such as is common in the
western provinces, "ah, vos gogottes!" Matrena Perovna tried to silence him, but Thaddeus insisted on his
right to appreciate the fair sex away from home. He had a turgid, sentimental wife, always weeping and
cramming her religious notions down his throat. Of course someone asked Rouletabille what he thought of
Russia, but he had no more than opened his mouth to reply than Athanase Georgevitch closed it by
interrupting: "Permettez! Permettez! You others, of the young generation, what do you know of it? You need
to have lived a long time and in all its districts to appreciate Russia at its true value. Russia, my young sir, is
as yet a closed book to you." "Naturally," Rouletabille answered, smiling.
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From reader reviews:

Irene Parker:

This THE SECRET of the NIGHT: by the author of THE PHANTOM of the OPERA is great reserve for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have
to make decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we
can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in
it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having THE SECRET of the NIGHT: by the author of THE PHANTOM of the
OPERA in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that
no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this can
be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Rose Duprey:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This THE SECRET of the NIGHT: by the
author of THE PHANTOM of the OPERA is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Leslie White:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of book THE
SECRET of the NIGHT: by the author of THE PHANTOM of the OPERA. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read.
It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Heather Garcia:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. By book THE SECRET of the NIGHT: by the author of THE PHANTOM of the OPERA we can
consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book.
Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this
book THE SECRET of the NIGHT: by the author of THE PHANTOM of the OPERA. You can more
desirable than now.
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