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The figure of Jesus appears as a character in dozens of nineteenth-century novels, including works by
Balzac, Flaubert, Dickens, Dostoevsky, and others. The Real and the Sacred focuses in particular on two
fiction genres: the Jesus redivivus tale and the Jesus novel. In the former, Christ makes surprise visits to
earth, from rural Flanders (Balzac) and Muscovy (Turgenev) to the bustling streets of Paris (Flaubert),
Seville (Dostoevsky), Berlin, and Boston. In the latter, the historical Jesus wanders through the picturesque
towns and plains of first-century Galilee and Judea, attracting followers and enemies. In short, authors
subjected Christ, the second person of the Christian trinity, to the realist norms of secular fiction. Thus the
Jesus of nineteenth-century fiction was both situated within a specific time and place, whether ancient or
modern, and positioned before the gaze of increasingly daring literary portraitists. The highest artistic
challenge for authors was to paint, using mere words, a faithful picture of Jesus in all his humanity. The
incongruity of a sacred figure inhabiting secular literary forms nevertheless tested the limits of modern realist
style no less than the doctrine of Christ’s divinity.

The international “quest of the historical Jesus” has been amply documented within the context of
nineteenth-century biblical scholarship. Yet there has been no broad-based comparative study devoted to the
depiction of Jesus in prose fiction over the same time period. The Real and the Sacred offers a
comprehensive survey of this body of fiction, examining both the range of its Christ types and the varying
formal means through which these types were represented. The nineteenth century—despite forecasts of
God's death at the time—not only revived older Christ types but also witnessed the rise of new ones,
including le Christ proletaire, the Mormon Christ, the Buddhist Christ, and the Tolstoyan Christ. Novelists
played a crucial role in the invention and popularization of the historical Jesus in particular, one of
modernity's major figures.

These pioneering works of fiction, written by authors of diverse religious and national backgrounds, laid the
formal groundwork for an enduring fascination with the historical Jesus in later fiction and film, from
Mikhail Bulgakov's Master and Margarita to Mel Gibson's The Passion of the Christ. The book is enhanced
by a gallery of illustrations of the historical Jesus as depicted by nineteenth-century artists.
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From reader reviews:

Gilbert Johnson:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This The Real and the Sacred: Picturing Jesus in Nineteenth-Century Fiction book is
readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer regarding The Real and the Sacred: Picturing Jesus in Nineteenth-Century Fiction content
conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Real and the Sacred:
Picturing Jesus in Nineteenth-Century Fiction is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Ernestine Miller:

The event that you get from The Real and the Sacred: Picturing Jesus in Nineteenth-Century Fiction may be
the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Real and the Sacred: Picturing Jesus
in Nineteenth-Century Fiction giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific The Real
and the Sacred: Picturing Jesus in Nineteenth-Century Fiction instantly.

Geneva Orta:

This The Real and the Sacred: Picturing Jesus in Nineteenth-Century Fiction is great publication for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we
can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Real and the Sacred: Picturing Jesus in Nineteenth-Century
Fiction in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that
no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Robert Spann:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Real and the Sacred: Picturing
Jesus in Nineteenth-Century Fiction can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So



what these publications have than the others?
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