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As photography grew more popular following its invention in 1839, its admirers did not understand how a
medium that rendered shapes and textures in exquisite detail could fail to render them in realistic color. Also
disappointing was the tendency of the captured images to fade over time. Photographers, ever eager to please
their public, began "painting" their photographs with substances ranging from water colors and oil to chalk
and crayon. Images were enlarged, enhanced, and framed, to simulate the splendors of the traditional
portrait.

With its rich variety of illustrations in color and duotone, The Painted Photograph is the first comprehensive
history of overpainting, from its origins to World War I. The 131 illustrations featured draw upon original
nineteenth- and early twentieth-century sources, most from America and Britain, but also representing Japan,
Turkey, Austria, Germany, Poland, Canada, Bohemia, India, Australia, Norway, Holland, and Russia.

In describing a multitude of early techniques, the authors survey overpainting on various types of
photographs, including daguerreotypes, tintypes, and imprinted porcelain, milk glass, enamel, magic lantern
slides, and textiles. Particularly fascinating are discussions of overpainted death portraits, most commonly
those of children, and the origins of popular "picture postcards" featuring overpainted landscape scenes. The
Henisches address also the eager acceptance of the painted photograph throughout the world, despite the
hostility of the art-critical establishment.

The Painted Photograph will appeal to a wide public interested in photography, history, sociology, social
anthropology, folk art, popular fashion, and antiques.
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From reader reviews:

Ruby Pritchett:

Typically the book The Painted Photograph, 1839-1914: Origins, Techniques, Aspirations has a lot details on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Violet Shook:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Painted Photograph, 1839-1914:
Origins, Techniques, Aspirations guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty The Painted
Photograph, 1839-1914: Origins, Techniques, Aspirations as good book but not only by the cover but also
through the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Tammie Jackson:

Beside this specific The Painted Photograph, 1839-1914: Origins, Techniques, Aspirations in your phone, it
could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge
you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live
in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Painted Photograph, 1839-1914: Origins, Techniques,
Aspirations because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Lyndsey Lafferty:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book The Painted Photograph, 1839-1914: Origins,
Techniques, Aspirations to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
open a book and read it. Beside that the e-book The Painted Photograph, 1839-1914: Origins, Techniques,
Aspirations can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of these time.
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