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Frequently hailed as one of the greatest defenders of democratic liberalism in postwar Europe, French
philosopher, sociologist, and political commentator Raymond Aron (1905--1983) left behind a staggering
amount of published work on aremarkably wide range of topics both scholarly and popular. In A Palitics of
Understanding, Reed M. Davis assesses the originality and consistency of Aron's body of work, drawing a
connection between Aron's philosophy of history and three of his abiding interests: the nature of industrial
society, international relations theory, and strategic theory.

Davis begins with a brief biography of Aron, known for his skepticism toward political ideologiesin the
post--World War 11 eraand as an intellectual opponent of Jean-Paul Sartre. After spending three yearsin
Germany in the early 1930s, Aron, a Jew, returned to France in 1933. When war broke out, he fought for a
year in the French army and, after the fall of France, escaped to London, where he edited the newspaper of
the Free French, La France Libre. He returned to Paris after the war and remained there for the rest of his
life, working as a professor and journalist. He wrote an influential political column for Le Figaro for thirty
years and authored many books, including The Opium of the Intellectuals (1935), The Algerian Tragedy
(1957), and Peace and War (1962).

From World War 1l onward, Davis shows, Aron sought to construct a science of human action that had asits
goa charting the way of human progressin light of two fundamental realities, industrialization and the
existence of nuclear weapons. Throughout his long career, he continually asked himself whether human life
was becoming better as it became more technologically rationalized and more scientifically advanced. In his
close analysis of Aron'sthought, Davis carefully describes how Aron fused Max Weber's neo-Kantianism
with Edmund Husserl's phenomenology to create an original theory of historical knowledge.

The central theoretical impulsein all of Aron'sworks, Davis explains, is that of reconciling freedom and
necessity. The ways in which Aron attempted to reconcile these two polaritiesin his earliest writings had a
direct bearing on the manner in which he sought to reconcile realism and idealism in his international
thought. By attempting to bring reason and necessity into the same loose orbit, Aron tried to construct a
theoretical approach to international relations and statecraft that could hold the middle ground between
realism and idealism.

Many scholars have simply abandoned efforts to understand the more philosophical dimensions of Aron's
thinking because of its technical difficulty. With A Politics of Understanding, Davis provides a concise and
clearly written explanation of the basic concepts at work in Aron's philosophy and ties them directly to his
later thinking, especially concerning international relations.
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From reader reviews:
Wanda L eopard:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled A Poalitics of Understanding: The International Thought of Raymond Aron
(Political Traditionsin Foreign Policy Series). Try to face the book A Politics of Understanding: The
International Thought of Raymond Aron (Political Traditions in Foreign Policy Series) as your friend. It
means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with
this book.

Sharon Rowe:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has adifferent type. Asyou may know that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve A Politics of Understanding: The International
Thought of Raymond Aron (Political Traditionsin Foreign Policy Series) will make you to aways be
smarter. You can fed alot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this
open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that?
Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Ricky Bradley:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like A Palitics
of Understanding: The International Thought of Raymond Aron (Political Traditionsin Foreign Policy
Series) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Virgil Santamaria:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book isagroup of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. Thisbook A Politics of Understanding: The International Thought of Raymond Aron
(Political Traditionsin Foreign Policy Series) was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to
add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read areserve. In
the modern eralike today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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