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“Street provides a crucial critical and cultural service by not only studying Eastwood’s individual films in
sharp detail but also by providing a close and serious analysis of the cultural and historic times of the
films.”—Sam B. Girgus, author of Clint Eastwood’s America
 
“By far the most comprehensive, sustained, and detailed discussion of the Dirty Harry phenomenon. A
thorough and engaging account of how a fictitious renegade cop became an enduring icon of the angry
conservative backlash that sought to halt 1960s liberalism in its tracks.”—Nick Heffernan, author of Culture,
Environment and Ecopolitics
 
Clint Eastwood’s Dirty Harry became the prototype for a new kind of movie cop—an antihero in pursuit of
his own vision of justice. The Dirty Harry series helped cement Eastwood and his character, Harry Callahan,
as central figures in 1970s and 1980s Hollywood cinema.

In Dirty Harry’s America, Joe Street argues that the movies shed critical light on the culture and politics of
the post-1960s era and locates San Francisco as the symbolic cultural battleground of the time. Across the
entire series, conservative anger and moral outrage confront elitist liberalism and moral relativism. Paying
particular attention the films' representation of crime, family and community, sexuality, and race, Street
maintains that through referencing real events and political struggles, the films themselves became active
participants in the culture wars.

Unapologetic carrier of right and might, Harry Callahan becomes America’s Ur-conservative: “unbending,
moral, incorruptible, and most important, always right.” Long after the series, Callahan’s legacy remains
strong in American political discourse, cinema, and pop culture, and he continues to shape Eastwood’s later
political and cinematic career. 
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From reader reviews:

Maria Lacher:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Dirty Harry's America: Clint Eastwood, Harry
Callahan, and the Conservative Backlash will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if
you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book
with you?

Hazel Reinoso:

This Dirty Harry's America: Clint Eastwood, Harry Callahan, and the Conservative Backlash usually are
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Dirty
Harry's America: Clint Eastwood, Harry Callahan, and the Conservative Backlash can be one of several great
books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with
information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Dirty Harry's
America: Clint Eastwood, Harry Callahan, and the Conservative Backlash giving you an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Irene Gonzales:

Dirty Harry's America: Clint Eastwood, Harry Callahan, and the Conservative Backlash can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Dirty
Harry's America: Clint Eastwood, Harry Callahan, and the Conservative Backlash yet doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Jerry Lyon:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore this Dirty Harry's America: Clint Eastwood, Harry Callahan, and the
Conservative Backlash can make you sense more interested to read.
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