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Civilizing Women is a riveting exploration of the disparate worlds of British colonial officers and the Muslim
Sudanese they sought to remake into modern imperial subjects. Focusing on efforts to stop female
circumcision in the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan between 1920 and 1946, Janice Boddy mines colonial documents
and popular culture for ethnographic details to interleave with observations from northern Sudan, where
women's participation in zâr spirit possession rituals provided an oblique counterpoint to colonial views.

Written in engaging prose, Civilizing Women concerns the subtle process of "colonizing selfhood," the
British women who undertook it, and those they hoped to reform. It suggests that efforts to suppress female
circumcision were tied to the continuation of slavery and the rise of commercial cotton growing in Sudan, as
well as to concerns about infant mortality and maternal health. Boddy traces maneuverings among political
officers, teachers, missionaries, and medical personnel as they pursued their elusive goal, and describes their
fraught relations with Egypt, Parliament, the Foreign Office, African nationalists, and Western feminists. In
doing so, she sounds a cautionary note for contemporary interventionists who would flout local knowledge
and belief.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Curry:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Civilizing Women: British
Crusades in Colonial Sudan book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Rebecca Bailey:

The book with title Civilizing Women: British Crusades in Colonial Sudan posesses a lot of information that
you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding
the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Alice Scales:

You could spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Civilizing Women: British Crusades in
Colonial Sudan is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Michael Hollinger:

You may get this Civilizing Women: British Crusades in Colonial Sudan by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's
try to choose right ways for you.
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