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The First Socialist Society is the compelling and often tragic history of what Soviet citizens have lived
through from 1917 to the present, told with great sympathy and perception. It ranges over the changing lives
of peasants, urban workers, and professionals; the interaction of Soviet autocrats with the people; the
character and role of religion, law, education, and literature within Soviet society; and the significance and
fate of various national groups. As the story unfolds, we come to understand how the ideas of Marxism have
been changed, taking on almost unrecognizable forms by unique political and economic circumstances.

Hosking's analysis of this vast and complex country begins by asking how it was that the first socialist
revolution took place in backward, autocratic Russia. Why were the Bolsheviks able to seize power and hold
on to it? The core of the book lies in the years of Stalin's rule: how did he exercise such unlimited power, and
how did the various strata of society survive and come to terms with his tyranny?

The later chapters recount Khrushchev's efforts to reform the worst features of Stalinism, and the
unpredictable effects of his attempts within the East European satellite countries, bringing out elements of
socialism that had been obscured or overlaid in the Soviet Union itself. And in the aftermath of the long
Brezhnev years of stagnation and corruption, the question is posed: can Soviet society find a way to modify
the rigidities inherited from the Stalinist past?
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From reader reviews:

Corey Gardner:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The First Socialist
Society: A History of the Soviet Union from Within, Second Enlarged Edition book as this book offers you
rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as
you know.

Paul Hill:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your own
free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the e-book untitled The First Socialist Society: A History of the Soviet Union from Within,
Second Enlarged Edition can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Deanna Reed:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us
novel, comics, along with soon. The The First Socialist Society: A History of the Soviet Union from Within,
Second Enlarged Edition will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Carl Brinkley:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The First
Socialist Society: A History of the Soviet Union from Within, Second Enlarged Edition which is having the
e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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