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Contrary to popular belief fostered in countless school classrooms the world over, Christopher Columbus did
not discover that the earth was round. The idea of a spherical world had been widely accepted in educated
circles from as early as the fourth century b.c. Yet, bizarrely, it was not until the supposedly more rational
nineteenth century that the notion of a ?at earth really took hold. Even more bizarrely, it persists to this day,
despite Apollo missions and widely publicized pictures of the decidedly spherical Earth from space.

            Based on a range of original sources, Garwood’s history of ?at-Earth beliefs---from the Babylonians
to the present day---raises issues central to the history and philosophy of science, its relationship to religion
and the making of human knowledge about the natural world. Flat Earth is the ?rst de?nitive study of one of
history’s most notorious and persistent ideas, and it evokes all the intellectual, philosophical, and spiritual
turmoil of the modern age. Ranging from ancient Greece, through Victorian England, to modern-day
America, this is a story that encompasses religion, science, and pseudoscience, as well as a spectacular array
of people and places. Where else could eccentric aristocrats, fundamentalist preachers, and conspiracy
theorists appear alongside Copernicus, Newton, and NASA, except in an account of such a legendary
misconception?

Thoroughly enjoyable and illuminating, Flat Earth is social and intellectual history at its best.
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From reader reviews:

Eddie Drennan:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Flat Earth:
The History of an Infamous Idea will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Kay Roberts:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Flat Earth: The History of an Infamous Idea can be the
solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading
in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Terrie Newlin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Flat
Earth: The History of an Infamous Idea.

Douglas Brim:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the Flat Earth: The History of an Infamous Idea when you needed it?
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