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Several years ago I came across a marvelous little paper in which Hector-Neri Castaneda shows that standard
versions of act utilitarian l ism are formally incoherent. I was intrigued by his argument. It had long seemed
to me that I had a firm grasp on act utilitarianism. Indeed, it had often seemed to me that it was the clearest
and most attractive of normative theories. Yet here was a simple and relatively uncontrover sial argument
that showed, with only some trivial assumptions, that the doctrine is virtually unintelligible. The gist of
Castaneda's argument is this: suppose we understand act utilitarianism to be the view that an act is obligatory
if and only if its utility exceeds that of each alternative. Suppose it is obligatory for a certain person to
perform an act with two parts - we can call it 'A & B'. Then, obviously enough, it is also obligatory for this
person to perform the parts, A and B. If act utilitarianism were true, we appar ently could infer that the utility
of A & B is higher than that of A, and higher than that of B (because A & B is obligatory, and the other acts
are alternatives to A & B).
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Macdonald:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. We all know that that book is very important for people. The book Doing the Best We Can: An
Essay in Informal Deontic Logic (Philosophical Studies Series) seemed to be making you to know about
other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book
Doing the Best We Can: An Essay in Informal Deontic Logic (Philosophical Studies Series) is not only
giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Doing the Best We Can: An
Essay in Informal Deontic Logic (Philosophical Studies Series). You never really feel lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Katrina Varga:

Typically the book Doing the Best We Can: An Essay in Informal Deontic Logic (Philosophical Studies
Series) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book
was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Mary Parker:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Doing the Best We Can: An Essay in Informal Deontic Logic (Philosophical Studies Series) your thoughts
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The Doing the Best We Can: An Essay in Informal
Deontic Logic (Philosophical Studies Series) giving you another experience more than blown away your
mind but also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Rebecca Bonnett:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find reserve that need more time to be study. Doing the Best We Can: An Essay in Informal Deontic Logic
(Philosophical Studies Series) can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short
extra time problems.
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