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This is the first book to look at the ties between European modernism and democracy in a cross-cultural
manner. Focusing on the continental avant-gardes of the nineteen-tens and twenties, Sascha Bru's original
and provocative book fundamentally revises our understanding of modernism's cultural and political history.
Bru brings together a wide range of European experimental writers and provides detailed analyses of Italian
futurist F.T. Marinetti, German Dadaist Richard Huelsenbeck and Belgian expressionist Paul van Ostaijen.
Bru locates these writers within their exceptional democratic context and demonstrates how the modernist
avant-garde, during the First World War and the upheavals that followed, found itself caught up in a series of
'states of exception'. In such states legal democratic institutions were bracketed and set aside, and 'literature'
as an autonomous realm was temporarily suspended. Faced with extreme forms of politicisation, avant-
gardists throughout Europe tried to safeguard literature's autonomy in a variety of ways. These included
turning politics and law into genuinely artistic materials and producing a repertoire of alternatives to existent
frameworks of democracy. Against assertions that anti-art avant-garde gestures were meant to overcome art's
autonomy and approximate the condition of politics, Bru shows that European avant-gardists may well have
been one of the staunchest defenders of art's sovereignty in modern times.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Tesch:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Democracy, Law
and the Modernist Avant-Gardes: Writing in the State of Exception? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Daryl Glover:

The book Democracy, Law and the Modernist Avant-Gardes: Writing in the State of Exception make one
feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
examining a book Democracy, Law and the Modernist Avant-Gardes: Writing in the State of Exception to
get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a
publication Democracy, Law and the Modernist Avant-Gardes: Writing in the State of Exception. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this publication?

Lyla Jackson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Democracy, Law and the Modernist
Avant-Gardes: Writing in the State of Exception book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Jeannie Brenner:

The book Democracy, Law and the Modernist Avant-Gardes: Writing in the State of Exception will bring
you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Democracy, Law and the
Modernist Avant-Gardes: Writing in the State of Exception is much recommended to you you just read. You
can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.
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