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In the years following the Civil War, a veritable army of homeless men swept across America's
"wageworkers' frontier" and forged a beguiling and bedeviling counterculture known as "hobohemia."
Celebrating unfettered masculinity and jealously guarding the American road as the preserve of white
manhood, hoboes took command of downtown districts and swaggered onto center stage of the new urban
culture. Less obviously, perhaps, they also staked their own claims on the American polity, claims that
would in fact transform the very entitlements of American citizenship.

In this eye-opening work of American history, Todd DePastino tells the epic story of hobohemia's rise and
fall, and crafts a stunning new interpretation of the "American century" in the process. Drawing on sources
ranging from diaries, letters, and police reports to movies and memoirs, Citizen Hobo breathes life into the
largely forgotten world of the road, but it also, crucially, shows how the hobo army so haunted the American
body politic that it prompted the creation of an entirely new social order and political economy. DePastino
shows how hoboes—with their reputation as dangers to civilization, sexual savages, and professional
idlers—became a cultural and political force, influencing the creation of welfare state measures, the
promotion of mass consumption, and the suburbanization of America. Citizen Hobo's sweeping retelling of
American nationhood in light of enduring struggles over "home" does more than chart the change from
"homelessness" to "houselessness." In its breadth and scope, the book offers nothing less than an essential
new context for thinking about Americans' struggles against inequality and alienation.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Kelley:

The book Citizen Hobo: How a Century of Homelessness Shaped America can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Citizen Hobo:
How a Century of Homelessness Shaped America? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Citizen Hobo: How a Century of Homelessness Shaped America has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Walsh:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be
option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of
publication that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Citizen
Hobo: How a Century of Homelessness Shaped America can be very good book to read. May be it may be
best activity to you.

Irene Gamino:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Citizen Hobo: How a Century of
Homelessness Shaped America publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Citizen Hobo:
How a Century of Homelessness Shaped America as good book but not only by the cover but also with the
content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional
sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Dena Ramirez:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
the book Citizen Hobo: How a Century of Homelessness Shaped America we can have more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the



best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Citizen Hobo: How
a Century of Homelessness Shaped America. You can more attractive than now.
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