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Despite widespread agreement among economists that labor-intensive manufacturing has contributed
mightily to rapid development in China and other fast-growing economies, most developing countries have
had little success in raising the share of manufacturing in production, employment, or exports. Tales from the
Development Frontier recounts efforts to establish light manufacturing clusters in several Asian and African
countries, looking in particular at China.
A companion volume to Light Manufacturing in Africa?which laid out a strategy for injecting new industrial
growth nodes into African economies?Tales from the Development Frontier focuses on the six main binding
constraints to competitiveness that nascent light manufacturing industries must overcome in developing
countries: the availability, cost, and quality of inputs; access to industrial land; access to finance; trade
logistics; entrepreneurial capabilities, both technical and managerial; and worker skills.
The volume systematically explores potential growth opportunities in light manufacturing in a carefully
selected subset of industries: agribusiness, apparel, leather goods, wood-working, and metal products. It
specifies the constraints that need to be addressed before local and international entrepreneurs can take
advantage of the latent comparative advantage available to many low-income economies in the target
industries. It also proposes policies to ease the constraints?policies that can open the door to rapid increases
in industrial output, employment, productivity, and exports.
The outcomes described in this volume include both inspiring successes and miserable failures in addressing
the binding constraints in the identified sectors. These examples reveal how and why industrial development
efforts in poor countries?where, by definition, underlying conditions are far from ideal?can accelerate
growth. Most of the firms described in a series of case studies started from a very simple and modest base in
an environment full of seemingly insurmountable obstacles.
With its rich array of new material, this book will support the ongoing research of policy analysts focused on
China and other developing countries. Above all, the volume aims to embolden business entrepreneurs and
government officials in low-income countries to pursue newly emerging opportunities to expand and
accelerate the growth of light manufacturing in their home economies.
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From reader reviews:

Sherry Spears:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Tales from the Development Frontier: How China and Other Countries
Harness Light Manufacturing to Create Jobs and Prosperity. Try to stumble through book Tales from the
Development Frontier: How China and Other Countries Harness Light Manufacturing to Create Jobs and
Prosperity as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes
you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Peter Pitts:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Tales from the Development Frontier: How China and Other
Countries Harness Light Manufacturing to Create Jobs and Prosperity book is readable by simply you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding Tales from
the Development Frontier: How China and Other Countries Harness Light Manufacturing to Create Jobs and
Prosperity content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Tales from
the Development Frontier: How China and Other Countries Harness Light Manufacturing to Create Jobs and
Prosperity is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Marie Williams:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent the whole day to reading a book. The book Tales from the Development Frontier: How China and
Other Countries Harness Light Manufacturing to Create Jobs and Prosperity it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In
case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high
quality.



Lowell Decoteau:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying
to find the Tales from the Development Frontier: How China and Other Countries Harness Light
Manufacturing to Create Jobs and Prosperity when you desired it?
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