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I have spent thirty years reconstructing the historical Jesus. I have done so self-consciously
and self-critically and have tried to do the same on reconstructing myself. But what justifies
this memoir is how my own personal experience, from Ireland to America, from priest to
professor, from monastery to university, and ... from celibacy to marriage, may have influenced
that reconstruction. Where has it helped me see what others have not, and where has it made
invisible to me what others find obvious?

-from A Long Way from Tipperary

From his upbringing in Ireland to front-page coverage in the New York Times and mention in cover stories in
Time, Newsweek, and U.S. News & World Report, John Dominic Crossan-who has courageously pioneered
the contemporary quest for the historical Jesus-has dared to go his own way. In this candid and engaging
memoir, the world's foremost Jesus scholar reveals what he has discovered over a lifetime of open-eyed,
fearless exploration of God, Jesus, Christianity, and himself. Crossan shares his provocative thinking on such
issues as how one can be a Christian without going to church; whether God is vengeful, or just, or both; and
why Jesus is more like Gandhi or Martin Luther King Jr. than like the Pope or Jerry Falwell.

Raised in the traditional Irish Catholic Church, Crossan inherited a faith that was "accepted fully and
internalized completely but undiscussed, uninvestigated, and uncriticized." A dauntless spirit whose
imagination was ignited not by piety but by the lure and challenge of adventure, he became a monk to travel
and explore the world, unaware that his most thrilling quests would be scholarly and spiritual. "God had
going the best adventure around," Crossan confesses.

Because he could never subject his theological convictions and historical findings to the restrictions of the
Church, Crossan chose to leave the monastery and priesthood. Speaking of this time in his life, Crossan
writes, "Not even a vow of obedience could make me sing a song I did not hear." But he never abandoned
the Roman Catholic community or tradition and never lost his faith. He has devoted his life and career to a
reexamination of what he calls "necessary open-heart surgery on Christianity itself."
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From reader reviews:

Richard Riggins:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will require this A Long Way from Tipperary: What a Former Monk Discovered in His
Search for the Truth.

Phyllis Belser:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This A Long Way from Tipperary: What a
Former Monk Discovered in His Search for the Truth is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with
the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Joaquin Bedard:

This A Long Way from Tipperary: What a Former Monk Discovered in His Search for the Truth are usually
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this A Long Way
from Tipperary: What a Former Monk Discovered in His Search for the Truth can be one of several great
books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with
information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this A Long Way from
Tipperary: What a Former Monk Discovered in His Search for the Truth forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Josephine Widman:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying A Long Way from
Tipperary: What a Former Monk Discovered in His Search for the Truth that give your pleasure preference
will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way
for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick



A Long Way from Tipperary: What a Former Monk Discovered in His Search for the Truth become your
own starter.
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