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Drawing on newspapers, archival sources, and memoirs, Spectacular Politics shows how, as President of the
Second Republic and then as Emperor Napoleon III, Louis-Napoleon Bonaparte used public speech and
spectacle to dazzle and seduce the French population, helping to pioneer the modern techniques of image
politics and the manipulation of a mass electorate.

Elected President of the Second Republic in 1848, the year of the inception of universal male suffrage, this
nephew of Napoleon I overthrew that Republic in 1851 to establish himself as Emperor Napoleon III, a title
he kept for almost twenty years. During this period, Louis-Napoleon used events as diverse as the annual
national holiday on the birthday of Napoleon I, the glitzy inaugurations of Paris's new streets, the universal
expositions, and the many military reviews of the time to stage elaborate public celebrations.

Author Matthew Truesdell shows how these events were more than just festive amusements, but were in fact
some of Louis-Napoleon's key tools in the projection before a mass audience of powerful images that
allowed him to present himself as the incarnation of the national will and the ideal leader for the age. His
ability to package his ideas in short, appealing verbal slogans made him one of the most successful political
orators in French history. He had a knack for coming up with the felicitous phrase, the emotionally engaging
slogan that summed up his policy in simple terms and was infinitely repeated in newspapers, speeches,
songs, and poems, in the "soundbite" style that dominates politics today.

But this study also goes beyond the story of Louis-Napoleon's attempts to manipulate public opinion to
examine how his political opponents--especially the republicans--used similar techniques in their ultimately
successful effort to supplant his regime.

Spectacular Politics makes a significant contribution to the larger history of the discovery of image and
spectacle as tools of political manipulation. It will be of interest to scholars of modern French history,
modern Europe, and the history of politics.
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From reader reviews:

Ben Hernandez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Spectacular Politics: Louis-Napoleon Bonaparte and the Fête
Impérial, 1849-1870. Try to make the book Spectacular Politics: Louis-Napoleon Bonaparte and the Fête
Impérial, 1849-1870 as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Arthur Pineda:

The book Spectacular Politics: Louis-Napoleon Bonaparte and the Fête Impérial, 1849-1870 has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read
you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Marylouise Potter:

Exactly why? Because this Spectacular Politics: Louis-Napoleon Bonaparte and the Fête Impérial, 1849-
1870 is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your talent and
your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Michael Major:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Spectacular Politics: Louis-
Napoleon Bonaparte and the Fête Impérial, 1849-1870 to make your reading is interesting. Your personal
skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Spectacular Politics: Louis-
Napoleon Bonaparte and the Fête Impérial, 1849-1870 can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense
alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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