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Any review of 20th-century American theatre invariably leads to the term realism. Yet despite the strong
tradition of theatrical realism on the American stage, the term is frequently misidentified, and the practices to
which it refers are often attacked as monolithically tyrannical, restricting the potential of the American
national theatre.
This book reconsiders realism on the American stage by addressing the great variety and richness of the
plays that form the American theatre canon. By reconsidering the form and revisiting many of the plays that
contributed to the realist tradition, the authors provide the opportunity to apprise strengths often overlooked
by previous critics. The volume traces the development of American dramatic realism from James A. Herne,
the "American Ibsen," to currently active contemporaries such as Sam Shepard, David Mamet, and Marsha
Norman. This frank assessment, in sixteen original essays, reopens a critical dialog too long closed.

Essays include:

American Dramatic Realisms, Viable Frames of Thought●

The Struggle for the Real--Interpretive Con§ict, Dramatic Method, and the Paradox of Realism●

The Legacy of James A. Herne: American Realities and Realisms●

Whose Realism? Rachel Crothers's Power Struggle in the American Theatre●

The Provincetown Players' Experiments with Realism●

Servant of Three Masters: Realism, Idealism, and "Hokum" in American High Comedy●
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Adams:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Realism and
the American Dramatic Tradition suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Realism and the American Dramatic Traditionis the one of several books that
will everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication
you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a
lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Evelina Soria:

The reserve with title Realism and the American Dramatic Tradition contains a lot of information that you
can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Jack Rosa:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you study
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Realism and the American Dramatic Tradition provide you with a new experience in
studying a book.

Barbara Fontenot:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This e-book Realism and the American Dramatic Tradition was filled in relation to
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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