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By the time Fred Kagan penned the comment cited above, victory had already long been the wrong word to
describe whatever outcome was going to befall the American adventure in Irag. An argument can be made
that victory—success against military foes in war—was an appropriate term in April 2003, when U.S.
military forces deposed Saddam Hussein, but a military-only victory was far out of reach by 2007. The goal
of victory articulated by Kagan and President George W. Bush perhaps still had merit in galvanizing public
support of the war.2 However, the better goal— particularly by late 2006, when a virulent insurgency and
sectarian violence wereraging in Irag’ s cities— was some semblance of strategic success, which would not
come about purely by military action. That success would necessarily include a significant military
component, but also required a broader approach that would support Irag’ s economic, political, and societal
development. Just as victory over Adolf Hitler in World War 11 required the Marshall Plan to cement the
achievements of combat in Europe, the “victory” of 2003 in Irag would require by 2007 much more than just
military force to produce conditions that would ultimately be helpful to advancing American interestsin the
Middle East. The military component of the 2007 effort to achieve a positive result in Irag became popularly
known as “the surge.” In this second volume of the Strategic Studies Institute’ s Operation IRAQI
FREEDOM Key Decisions Monograph Series, Dr. Steven Metz covers this critical decision in the Iraq war,
but correctly posits that the surge was only part of a broad strategic shift that produced the success—still
tenuous—of 2008 and beyond. In doing so, Dr. Metz debunks some of the “surge triumphalism.” In this
view, the surge was almost solely responsible for the improvements in security that enabled the emerging
positive resultsin Irag. General David Petracus—the man whose name became synonymous with the
surge—seses it differently. General Petraeus, who led the surge of troopsinto Irag in 2007, freely admits that
the success of the surge was due to a confluence of factors. Those factors include Iragis tiring of both Sunni
and Shi'aextremists, Iragi Security Forces achieving at least limited capacity to provide security, and the
U.S. military’ s growth in tactical and operational prowess in counterinsurgency. Dr. Metz arguesthat a
“perfect storm” of conditions, accompanied by “good thinking, good luck, and good timing,” were what
allowed the success of the strategic shift that he describes. Dr. Metz may give short shrift to President
George W. Bush' sresolve and to the skill that General Petraeus and other senior leaders brought to the
surge—or the strategic shift—but he presents a solid case against using the surge as a model for future
operations, including in Afghanistan. Without similar conditions—and good thinking, luck, and timing— the
surge of troopsin Afghanistan may not produce anything like the positive strategic results that appear to be
emerging in Irag.
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From reader reviews:
Brandon Li:

This Decision-Making in Operation Iragi Freedom: The Strategic Shift of 2007 book is not really ordinary
book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual

read alot of information you will get. That Decision-Making in Operation Iragi Freedom: The Strategic Shift
of 2007 without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry Decision-Making in Operation Iragi Freedom: The Strategic Shift of 2007 can
bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves become full because you can have
it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Decision-Making in Operation Iragi Freedom: The Strategic
Shift of 2007 having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Patrick Perkins:

The particular book Decision-Making in Operation Iragi Freedom: The Strategic Shift of 2007 will bring one
to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the ideais very unique. Should you try
to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Decision-Making in Operation Iraqi
Freedom: The Strategic Shift of 2007 is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Clarice Johnson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that islook
different you can read a book. It isreally funin your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent al day every day to reading a publication. The book Decision-Making in Operation Iragi Freedom: The
Strategic Shift of 2007 it doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this
book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQore very easily to read this book from your smart phone.
The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Dan Fry:

Asacollege student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
as well asto make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's heart or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
aswell as can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for



yourself. Aswe know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to

reach Chinese's country. So , this Decision-Making in Operation Iragi Freedom: The Strategic Shift of 2007
can make you experience more interested to read.
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