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Taking as his point of departure the authors, the audience, and the texts of Victorian writings on sex in
general and of Victorian pornography in particular, Steven Marcus offers a startling and revolutionary
perspective on the underside of Victorian culture. The subjects dealt with in The Other Victorians are not
only those to have been "shocking" in the Victorian period. The way these subjects were regarded--and the
way our notions of the Victorians continue to change, as the efforts of contemporary scholarship restore them
to their full historical dimensions--are matters today of some surprise and wonder.

Making use, for the first time, of the extensive collection of Victoriana at the Kinsey Institute for Sex
Research, Marcus first examines the writings of Dr. William Acton, who may be said to represent the
"official views" of sexuality held by Victorian society, and of Henry Spencer Ashbee, the first and most
important bibliographer-scholar of pornography. He then turns to the most significant work of its kind from
the period, the eleven-volume anonymous autobiography My Secret Life. There follows an analysis of four
pornographic Victorian novels--an analysis that throws an oblique but fascinating light on the classics of
Victorian literature--and a review of the odd flood of Victorian publications devoted to flagellation. The
book concludes with a chapter propounding a general theory of pornography as a sociological phenomenon.

With the publication of The Other Victorians, understanding of this period took a giant stride forward. Most
of the writers and writings discussed by Marcus belong to Victorian sub-literature rather than to literature
proper; in this way the work remains connected to a consideration of the exotic sub-literature. A brilliantly
written book in its own right, this work transformed the study of the Victorian period as did no other.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Cornish:

Typically the book The Other Victorians: A Study of Sexuality and Pornography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century
England will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the
idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book The
Other Victorians: A Study of Sexuality and Pornography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century England is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read
the book.

Fern Rodriquez:

The book The Other Victorians: A Study of Sexuality and Pornography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century England
has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Dorothy Pierce:

The reason why? Because this The Other Victorians: A Study of Sexuality and Pornography in Mid-
Nineteenth-Century England is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap
the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects
than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So ,
still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Richard Valadez:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This reserve The Other Victorians: A Study of Sexuality and Pornography in Mid-
Nineteenth-Century England was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about
your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you
know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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