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PREFACE.

What would be the civilized man of to-day without the art of weaving — the soft art that surrounds his home
with comforts and his life with luxuries? Nay he deems them necessities. Could he do without his woven
woollen or cotton underwear, his woven socks, his woven clothing? Where would be his bed linen and
blankets, his carpets, his curtains, his portieres? His every day life is so intimately associated with weaving
that he has ceased to think about it, and yet it is all owing to the work of primitive, aboriginal woman that he
is thus favored. For there is not a weave of any kind, no matter how intricate or involved, that the finest
looms of England or America produce to-day under the direction of the highest mechanical genius, that was
not handed down to us, not in crude form, but as perfect as we now find it, by our savage ancestry in their
basketry and kindred work.

Interest in the arts and industries of our aboriginal tribes has grown so rapidly in recent years, that whereas,
twenty years ago, illustrative collections of the products of these arts and industries were confined to the
museums of scientific societies, to-day they are to be found in scores of private homes. This popular interest
has created a demand for knowledge as to the peoples whose arts these collections illustrate, and of the
customs, — social, tribal, medicinal, religious, — in which the products of their arts are used.

One of the most common and useful of the domestic arts of the Amerind* is that of basketry. It is primitive
in the extreme, is universal. both as to time and location, and as far as we know has changed comparatively
little since the days of its introduction. It touches the Amerind at all points of his life from the cradle to the
grave, and its products are used in every function, domestic, social and religious, of his simple civilization.

To give a little of such knowledge as the intelligent collector of Indian baskets desires to possess is the
purpose of this unpretentious book.

Its field is limited to the Indians of the South-west, the Pacific States and Alaska. It is an incomplete pioneer
in an unoccupied field of popular literature, and later writers will doubtless be able to add much, and correct
more. It is the result of twenty years personal observation and study among the Indians of our South-west,
much correspondence and questioning of authorities, and the reading and culling from every known source
of information. Everything that I could find that seemed reliable has been taxed. Necessarily, no one
individual could possibly describe, with accuracy, the basketry of

*This is a new coinage by Major J. W. Powell, of the U. S. Bureau of Ethnology, to designate the North
American aborigine.

this entensive territory unless he were prepared to travel over the vast regions of the North-west and South-
west, and personally visit each tribe of basket-makers, watch them gather the grasses, collect the dyes,
prepare both for use, dye the materials, and go through all the labor of weaving, then study the symbolism of



the designs, learn all about the ancient methods of manufacture, and, finally, visit all family, social and
ceremonial functions where baskets are used.

Hence, it is evident that such a work must be, as this confessedly is, largely a compilation.

If collectors find it at all helpful or suggestive; if it aids in popularizing knowledge on these interesting
products of our aboriginal peoples, and leads to a study of the peoples themselves I shall be more than repaid
for the time and labor expended in its production.

For material aid, I wish most cordially to thank Major J. W. Powell, Dr. J. Walter Fewkes and Professor F.
W. Hodge, of the U. S. Bureau of Ethnology, and the Hon. S. P. Langley, Professors Otis T. Mason, W. H.
Holmes and Dr. Walter Hough, of the Smithsonian Institution, together with Dr. J. W. Hudson, of Ukiah,
Cal., and Rev. W. C. Curtis, of Norwalk, Conn.

The engravings of jthe Government have
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From reader reviews:

Lee Durfee:

This Indian basketry, and How to make Indian and other baskets with nearly 600 illustrations is completely
new way for you who has attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
little digest in reading this Indian basketry, and How to make Indian and other baskets with nearly 600
illustrations can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is
easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone,
that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book
variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

James Dorman:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Indian basketry, and How to make Indian
and other baskets with nearly 600 illustrations or others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In different
case, beside science publication, any other book likes Indian basketry, and How to make Indian and other
baskets with nearly 600 illustrations to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Todd McCrea:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Indian basketry, and How to make Indian and other baskets with nearly 600 illustrations. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.

Tommy Wright:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
idea when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Indian basketry, and How to
make Indian and other baskets with nearly 600 illustrations to make your own personal reading is interesting.
Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make
you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for



you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the reserve Indian basketry, and How to make Indian
and other baskets with nearly 600 illustrations can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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