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For thousands of years we have recorded real lives--the lives of others, and of ourselves. For what purpose
and for whom has this universal and timeless pursuit endured? What obstacles have lain in the path of
biographers in the past, and what continues to confound biographers today? Above all, how is it that
biographies and autobiographies play such a contested, popular role in contemporary Western culture, from
biopics to blogs, from memoir to docudrama?

Award-winning biographer and teacher Nigel Hamilton addresses these questions in an incisive and vivid
narrative that will appeal to students of human nature and self-representation across the arts and sciences.
Tracing the remarkable and often ignored historical evolution of biography from the ancient world to the
present, this brief and fascinating tour of the genre conveys the passionate quest to capture the lives of
individuals and the many difficulties it has entailed through the centuries. From the Epic of Gilgamesh to
American Splendor, from cuneiform to the Internet, from commemoration to deconstruction, from fiction to
fact--by way of famous biographical artists such as Plutarch, Saint Augustine, Sir Walter Raleigh, Samuel
Johnson, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Lord Byron, Sigmund Freud, Lytton Strachey, Abel Gance, Virginia
Woolf, Leni Riefenstahl, Orson Welles, Julian Barnes, Ted Hughes, Frank McCourt, and many others--Nigel
Hamilton's Biography: A Brief History will change the way you think about biography and real lives.
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From reader reviews:

John Moore:

This Biography: A Brief History book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular
Biography: A Brief History without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Biography: A Brief History can bring whenever you are
and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop
even telephone. This Biography: A Brief History having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Shawn Midkiff:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Biography: A Brief History that
give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the
world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't
be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you
could pick Biography: A Brief History become your own starter.

Clifford Walsh:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Biography: A Brief History provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Russell Hardison:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Biography: A Brief History or others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more
and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping
them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes Biography: A
Brief History to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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