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Designed first to terrify readers with examples of divine retribution against lives gone wrong, and later to
excite prurient imaginations, criminal narratives comprise a significant but forgotten genre of American
literature. The representation of crime and the characterization of criminals in these narratives, according to
Williams, offer an accurate index of more widespread social transformations, such as the secularization of
society and the growth of capitalism. Recorded first by Puritan clergy as morality plays, these narratives
depict the ritual drama of execution, in which the condemned criminals were given specific roles to fulfill,
roles that not only marked the boundaries of acceptable behavior but also made crime understandable. For
New Englanders of later generations, however, the scaffold was a stage for a more secular drama, and the
popular narratives it produced served a very different purpose. Profit replaced passion as a motive for crime,
and condemned criminals were used to demonstrate the pathetic consequences of ungoverned greed. By
collecting and presenting thirty-two examples of crime stories ranging from the late seventeenth to the late
eighteenth centuries, Williams explores the public ritual of capital punishment and the changing aspects of
the genre it produced. These tales are as fascinating today as they were two and a half centuries ago, and they
offer a glimpse of how popular literature functioned in early American society.
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From reader reviews:

Kermit Diaz:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy
read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Pillars of Salt: An
Anthology of Early American Criminal Narratives is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Bess Malloy:

The book Pillars of Salt: An Anthology of Early American Criminal Narratives will bring that you the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Pillars of Salt: An Anthology of Early
American Criminal Narratives is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Martha Howell:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Pillars of Salt: An Anthology of
Early American Criminal Narratives that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who
want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Pillars of Salt: An Anthology of Early American
Criminal Narratives become your starter.

Dina Hirsch:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Pillars of Salt: An Anthology of Early
American Criminal Narratives can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these books have than the others?
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