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TO write the full life of Mary Tudor, second daughter of Henry VII., is to attempt the impossible, for the
term usually implies a consecutive story from the gate of birth to that of death. We do know now the dates
written over both these gates, but while her early days are shrouded by lack of information, her later years
are equally indistinct. For less than a couple of years Mary Tudor lives and moves before us, and only this
watch and vision is clear. From October 1514 to May 1516 she reveals herself, and fortunately with greater
distinctness than she could possibly have done in a chronicle of orderly days with their circling duties and
small joys and sorrows. To most ordinary men and women there comes one great moment in life, the third
act of the play, to which all the previous scenes have been leading, and it is during Mary's great moment,
when her nature was keyed to its highest pitch, that we are able to see her clearest. Before it arrives and after
it has passed one desires, and desires in vain, the chronicle of those smaller joys and sorrows, but it is not to
be found, and as we cannot have the life let us make the most of the episode. The date of Mary's birth has at
last been fixed as the 18th March 1495. The day and the month have hitherto been a matter of uncertain
conjecture, and the year has been given as 1496 on the strength of a privy seal of Henry VII. which runs as
follows: "de Termino Paschæ anno xi. regis nunc: Anne Skeron nutrici dominæ Mariæ ls. pro quarterio unius
anni finiti ad festum Sancti Johannis Baptistsæ ultim.; Johannæ Colyng, Fredeswidæ Puttenham, Marjeriæ
Gower, Johannæ Cace, Avisæ Skidmore et Alicæ Bywymble cuilibet earum xxxiijs. iiijd, pro attendenciis
suis nutrici ducis Eboracencis et sororum suarum per medium annum ad finem predictum." So that Anne
Skeron had only completed three months' service at midsummer when the other nurses and attendants had
completed six. Now the xi. year of Henry VII. lies between August 22, 1495, and August 21, 1496, so that
this midsummer falls before Easter 1496, the date of the document, for it is "ad festum Sancti Johannis
Baptistæ ultim." Hence the quarter's wage then due must have begun in March 1495, not in March 1496 as
Mrs Green and, following her, Dr Gairdner argues. That it was 1495 is supported, in a somewhat weak-kneed
fashion, by the fact that in the beginning of 1499 Henry refused to give his daughter in marriage to the Duke
of Milan because she was only three years old, and by her brother's statement in his letter to Leo X.
announcing the repudiation of the Castilian marriage contract in 1514, that she was married in December
1508 at the age of about thirteen (cum vix annum tertium decimum attigisset). Henry VII.'s love of accuracy
makes his statement that Mary was three years old and not four at the beginning of 1499 worth having, and,
as Dr Gairdner says, his son had no reason to deceive the Pope in 1514. His sister had then been safely
married to an old man, and there was no necessity to keep up a fiction about her age. But evidence of
unassailable authority is to be found in the Calendar prefixed to Queen Elizabeth of York's Psalter in the
Library of Exeter College, Oxford, where the date of Mary's birth is given as 18th March 1495. The only
question which now arises is, Did the writer who inserted the dates for the Queen in the Calendar use the
January or the March year? But remembering the date of the privy seal already quoted, and the fact that the
new fashion of reckoning the year as beginning in January was already in use in private documents, it is only
reasonable to conclude that the writer, whoever he may have been, had adopted the modern calendar. The
difficulty of determining the age of the princess is partly due to the fact that when Mary was growing up and
developing rapidly into a young woman, Charles of Castile, nearly five years younger, remained a child in
appearance.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Mendes:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed MARY
TUDOR, QUEEN OF FRANCE, New Edition? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have additional opinion?

John McKenzie:

The book MARY TUDOR, QUEEN OF FRANCE, New Edition can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book MARY TUDOR, QUEEN
OF FRANCE, New Edition? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book MARY
TUDOR, QUEEN OF FRANCE, New Edition has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Gregory Goolsby:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more special than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the
books in the top collection in your reading list is usually MARY TUDOR, QUEEN OF FRANCE, New
Edition. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Andrea Behnke:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get
a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book MARY TUDOR, QUEEN OF FRANCE, New
Edition to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when
you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about
book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the
guide MARY TUDOR, QUEEN OF FRANCE, New Edition can to be your friend when you're experience
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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