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Making Sense of Tantric Buddhism fundamentally rethinks the nature of the transgressive theories and
practices of the Buddhist Tantric traditions, challenging the notion that the Tantras were "marginal" or
primitive and situating them instead?both ideologically and institutionally?within larger trends in mainstream
Buddhist and Indian culture.

Critically surveying prior scholarship, Wedemeyer exposes the fallacies of attributing Tantric transgression
to either the passions of lusty monks, primitive tribal rites, or slavish imitation of Saiva traditions. Through
comparative analysis of modern historical narratives?that depict Tantrism as a degenerate form of Buddhism,
a primal religious undercurrent, or medieval ritualism?he likewise demonstrates these to be stock patterns in
the European historical imagination.

Through close analysis of primary sources, Wedemeyer reveals the lived world of Tantric Buddhism as
largely continuous with the Indian religious mainstream and deploys contemporary methods of semiotic and
structural analysis to make sense of its seemingly repellent and immoral injunctions. Innovative,
semiological readings of the influential Guhyasamaja Tantra underscore the text's overriding concern with
purity, pollution, and transcendent insight?issues shared by all Indic religions?and a large-scale, quantitative
study of Tantric literature shows its radical antinomianism to be a highly managed ritual observance
restricted to a sacerdotal elite. These insights into Tantric scripture and ritual clarify the continuities between
South Asian Tantrism and broader currents in Indian religion, illustrating how thoroughly these "radical"
communities were integrated into the intellectual, institutional, and social structures of South Asian
Buddhism.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Huynh:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question since just
their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this particular Making Sense of Tantric Buddhism: History,
Semiology, and Transgression in the Indian Traditions (South Asia Across the Disciplines) to read.

Donna Wood:

Here thing why this specific Making Sense of Tantric Buddhism: History, Semiology, and Transgression in
the Indian Traditions (South Asia Across the Disciplines) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of
all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Making Sense of Tantric Buddhism: History, Semiology, and Transgression in
the Indian Traditions (South Asia Across the Disciplines) giving you information deeper as different ways,
you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Making Sense of Tantric
Buddhism: History, Semiology, and Transgression in the Indian Traditions (South Asia Across the
Disciplines). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Making Sense of Tantric Buddhism: History,
Semiology, and Transgression in the Indian Traditions (South Asia Across the Disciplines) in e-book can be
your substitute.

Edward Emory:

Why? Because this Making Sense of Tantric Buddhism: History, Semiology, and Transgression in the Indian
Traditions (South Asia Across the Disciplines) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for
you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the
other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold
up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Joel Wall:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just



watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Making Sense of Tantric Buddhism:
History, Semiology, and Transgression in the Indian Traditions (South Asia Across the Disciplines) which is
getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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