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Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, University of
Münster (Anglistik), course: John Updike, 18 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: For
many readers of The Centaur by John Updike the novel may seem a little unorthodox or even confusing,
especially for students learning English as a second language in the German "Oberstufe". The reason for this
problem is connected with the use of mythological elements and its arbitrariness concerning aspects of
narration. According to critics, they "were suspicious and uneasy with the mythological elements, asserting
that they added nothing essential to the novel" (Markle 61). Right from the beginning we are confronted with
Updike's wit, his introduction of the first character, George Caldwell, who is hit by an ominous arrow.
Burchard comments on this scene as follows: "Wondering if the author is really serious, the reader hurries
on, hoping that the school teacher will wake soon and be released from his nightmare. The nightmare
continues" (58). Sometimes it is very difficult to distinguish between what is real and what is not. The author
himself admits that his book poses "difficulties" for readers and says that "the book as well as the hero is a
Centaur" (Updike, In: Greiner 105), rephrasing the before-mentioned arbitrariness of the levels of narration.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Jackson:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
are really reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem
as well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Mythological Elements in John Updike's "The
Centaur".

Nicholas Hess:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. For you
who want to start reading a book, we give you that Mythological Elements in John Updike's "The Centaur"
book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

William Reeves:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader
with their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this
Mythological Elements in John Updike's "The Centaur".

Patricia Gallagher:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top checklist in your reading list will be Mythological Elements in John Updike's "The Centaur". This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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