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The pantheon of big-budget, commercially successful films encompasses a range of genres, including
biblical films, war films, romances, comic-book adaptations, animated features, and historical epics. In
Epics, Spectacles, and Blockbusters: A Hollywood History authors Sheldon Hall and Steve Neale discuss the
characteristics, history, and modes of distribution and exhibition that unite big-budget pictures, from their
beginnings in the late nineteenth century to the present. Moving chronologically, the authors examine the
roots of today’s blockbuster in the “feature,” “special,” “superspecial,” “roadshow,” “epic,” and “spectacle”
of earlier eras, with special attention to the characteristics of each type of picture.

In the first section, Hall and Neale consider the beginnings of features, specials, and superspecials in
American cinema, as the terms came to define not the length of a film but its marketable stars or larger
budget. The second section investigates roadshowing as a means of distributing specials and the changes to
the roadshow that resulted from the introduction of synchronized sound in the 1920s. In the third section, the
authors examine the phenomenon of epics and spectacles that arose from films like Gone with the Wind,
Samson and Deliliah, and Spartacus and continues to evolve today in films like Spider-Man and Pearl
Harbor. In this section, Hall and Neale consider advances in visual and sound technology and the effects and
costs they introduced to the industry.

Scholars of film and television studies as well as readers interested in the history of American moviemaking
will enjoy Epics, Spectacles, and Blockbusters.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Christy:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Epics Spectacles and
Blockbusters: A Hollywood History (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series) will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think
that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Nancy Fisher:

This book untitled Epics Spectacles and Blockbusters: A Hollywood History (Contemporary Approaches to
Film and Media Series) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you
read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you
can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read
this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this
reserve from your list.

Teresa Laureano:

This Epics Spectacles and Blockbusters: A Hollywood History (Contemporary Approaches to Film and
Media Series) is great e-book for you because the content which is full of information for you who always
deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using
great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can
have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Epics Spectacles and Blockbusters: A Hollywood
History (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series) in your hand like finding the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with
ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt which?

Jason Caldwell:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Epics Spectacles and Blockbusters: A
Hollywood History (Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series) was vibrant and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Epics Spectacles and Blockbusters: A Hollywood History
(Contemporary Approaches to Film and Media Series) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there.
So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best



book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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