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Frances Finnegan traces the development of Ireland's Magdalen Asylums--homes that were founded in the
mid-nineteenth century for the detention of prostitutes undergoing reform. The inmates of these asylums
were discouraged-and many forcibly prevented-from leaving and sometimes were detained for life. Put to
work without pay in adjoining laundries, these women were subject to penance, harsh discipline, enforced
silence, and prayer. Their hair was cropped, and they were made to wear drab and shapeless clothing.
Forbidden to mention their past lives, their children taken away, the inmates themselves were referred to as
children and forced to address the nuns as "Mother." As the numbers of prostitutes began to dwindle, the
church looked elsewhere for this free labor, targeting other "fallen" women such as unwed mothers and
wayward or abused girls. Some were incarcerated simply for being "too beautiful," and therefore in danger of
sin. Others were mentally retarded. Most of them were brought to the asylums by their families or priests.
Unbelievably, the last of these asylums was closed only in 1996. Drawing on previously unpublished
material, Finnegan presents case histories of individual women and their experiences in Magdalen homes,
which claimed some 30,000 women in all. She looks at the social consequences of such a system, and
ponders how it was able to survive into the late twentieth century, right through the feminist campaign for
women's rights. Do Penance or Perish is the first study of this shameful episode in Irish history.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Roberts:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Do Penance or Perish: Magdalen Asylums in Ireland.

Michael Quintanar:

The book Do Penance or Perish: Magdalen Asylums in Ireland gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book Do
Penance or Perish: Magdalen Asylums in Ireland being your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Do Penance or Perish: Magdalen Asylums in Ireland.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do
you think about this publication?

Cheryl Reese:

The particular book Do Penance or Perish: Magdalen Asylums in Ireland will bring one to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Do Penance or Perish: Magdalen
Asylums in Ireland is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Mohammed Strohl:

Beside this Do Penance or Perish: Magdalen Asylums in Ireland in your phone, it can give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from
the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Do Penance or Perish: Magdalen Asylums in Ireland because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book
and read it from now!
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