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A landmark in jazz studies, Thinking in Jazz reveals as never before how musicians, both individually and
collectively, learn to improvise. Chronicling leading musicians from their first encounters with jazz to the
development of a unique improvisatory voice, Paul Berliner documents the lifetime of preparation that lies
behind the skilled improviser's every idea.

The product of more than fifteen years of immersion in the jazz world, Thinking in Jazz combines participant
observation with detailed musicological analysis, the author's experience as a jazz trumpeter, interpretations
of published material by scholars and performers, and, above all, original data from interviews with more
than fifty professional musicians: bassists George Duvivier and Rufus Reid; drummers Max Roach, Ronald
Shannon Jackson, and Akira Tana; guitarist Emily Remler; pianists Tommy Flanagan and Barry Harris;
saxophonists Lou Donaldson, Lee Konitz, and James Moody; trombonist Curtis Fuller; trumpeters Doc
Cheatham, Art Farmer, Wynton Marsalis, and Red Rodney; vocalists Carmen Lundy and Vea Williams; and
others. Together, the interviews provide insight into the production of jazz by great artists like Betty Carter,
Miles Davis, Dizzy Gillespie, Coleman Hawkins, and Charlie Parker.

Thinking in Jazz overflows with musical examples from the 1920s to the present, including original
transcriptions (keyed to commercial recordings) of collective improvisations by Miles Davis's and John
Coltrane's groups. These transcriptions provide additional insight into the structure and creativity of jazz
improvisation and represent a remarkable resource for jazz musicians as well as students and educators.

Berliner explores the alternative ways—aural, visual, kinetic, verbal, emotional, theoretical, associative—in
which these performers conceptualize their music and describes the delicate interplay of soloist and
ensemble in collective improvisation. Berliner's skillful integration of data concerning musical development,
the rigorous practice and thought artists devote to jazz outside of performance, and the complexities of
composing in the moment leads to a new understanding of jazz improvisation as a language, an aesthetic, and
a tradition. This unprecedented journey to the heart of the jazz tradition will fascinate and enlighten
musicians, musicologists, and jazz fans alike.
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From reader reviews:

Janie Ross:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Thinking in Jazz : The Infinite Art of
Improvisation (Chicago Studies in Ethnomusicology Series) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Edward Baca:

This book untitled Thinking in Jazz : The Infinite Art of Improvisation (Chicago Studies in Ethnomusicology
Series) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book
you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order
it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to
past this e-book from your list.

Jeffrey Primo:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Thinking in Jazz : The Infinite Art of Improvisation (Chicago Studies in Ethnomusicology Series), you are
able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a reserve.

Christopher Scoville:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to be go
through. Thinking in Jazz : The Infinite Art of Improvisation (Chicago Studies in Ethnomusicology Series)
can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.
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