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With world population today edging over seven billion, and with projections for it to reach nine billion by
mid-century, the ideas of eighteenth-century English cleric Thomas Malthus-and his grim prediction that
war, plague, and famine are the inevitable response to overpopulation--loom ever larger on the horizon. But
if Malthus is a familiar name to most educated people, few of us have read his famous and controversial
work, Essay on the Principle of Population, and indeed few have but a sketchy notion of his ideas. In this
Very Short Introduction, Donald Winch explains and clarifies Malthus's thought, assessing the profound
influence he has had on modern economics. Concentrating on his writings, Winch sheds light on the context
in which he wrote and why his work has remained controversial. Looking at Malthus's early life as well as
the evolution of his theories from population to political economy, Winch considers why and how Malthus's
writings have been so influential in the thought of later figures such as Charles Darwin and John Maynard
Keynes.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Hanna:

The event that you get from Malthus: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is a more deep
you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to know but Malthus: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can
go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that Malthus:
A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) instantly.

Jacob Lehr:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is Malthus: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) this book consist a
lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can
the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of
you.

Robert Defazio:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that.
What you need to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some
books. One of many books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Malthus: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.

Vincent Humphreys:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide Malthus: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) was filled
regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing



about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.
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