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Cities have always had a key role in warfare, as strategic centres which periodically suffered the horrors of
siege and sack. With industrialisation, however, they were drawn ever closer to the front line and to direct
and continuous experience of fighting and destruction. 'Cities into Battlefields: Metropolitan Scenarios,
Experiences and Commemorations of Total War' explores the cultural imprint of military conflict on
metropolises world wide in the era of the First and Second World Wars. It brings together cultural and urban
historians and scholars of related disciplines including anthropology, education, and geography. The volume
examines how the emergence of 'total' warfare blurred the boundaries between home and front and
transformed cities into battlefields. The logic of total mobilisation turned the social and cultural fabric of
urban life upside down. Arranged so as to bring out the evolution of experience over time, the essays explore
Eastern and Central Europe, Britain and Western Europe, and Japan and address several key themes. The
first strand - scenarios - explores the apocalyptic imagination of intellectuals and experts in peacetime.
Artists and writers anticipating doom presented the coming upheaval as an urban event - a commonplace of
late-Victorian and post-1918 pessimism. On a different plane, civil servants and engineers materialised
visions of urban chaos and devised countermeasures in case of emergencies. Both groups helped to furnish a
repertoire of cultural forms which channelled and encoded the actual experience of war. The second strand
deals with metropolitan experiences, notably mobilisation, deprivation, and destruction in wartime. Ruins
and the repercussions of war is the central theme of the third strand - commemorations - which investigates
post-war efforts to remember and forget. The quest for meaningful forms of commemoration was hard
enough after the First World War; the Second World War, which saw whole cities disappear in flames, raised
the possibility that the limits of representation had been reached. The central contention of this volume - that
total war in the twentieth century has a significant but often overlooked metropolitan dimension - is fully
addressed, thereby filling a conspicuous gap in the currently available literature.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Bradsher:

The book Cities into Battlefields: Metropolitan Scenarios, Experiences and Commemorations of Total War
(Historical Urban Studies) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Cities into Battlefields:
Metropolitan Scenarios, Experiences and Commemorations of Total War (Historical Urban Studies)? Several
of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can
give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Cities into Battlefields: Metropolitan Scenarios,
Experiences and Commemorations of Total War (Historical Urban Studies) has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Billy Gallardo:

The publication with title Cities into Battlefields: Metropolitan Scenarios, Experiences and Commemorations
of Total War (Historical Urban Studies) has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot
of help after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of
the world. This book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the
smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Lester Magno:

Cities into Battlefields: Metropolitan Scenarios, Experiences and Commemorations of Total War (Historical
Urban Studies) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because
this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing Cities into Battlefields: Metropolitan Scenarios, Experiences and
Commemorations of Total War (Historical Urban Studies) but doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

William Littlejohn:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Cities into Battlefields:
Metropolitan Scenarios, Experiences and Commemorations of Total War (Historical Urban Studies)
publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand
by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating
skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Cities into Battlefields: Metropolitan Scenarios,



Experiences and Commemorations of Total War (Historical Urban Studies) as good book not merely by the
cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its include,
so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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