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The bloody, three-day battle of Gettysburg in the summer of 1863 resulted in thousands of casualties on both
sides. Considered the turning point of the Civil War, the campaign rallied the Union troops. A few weeks
after the epic military confrontation, Colonel Frank Haskell, a member of the Army of the Potomac, wrote
his brother in Wisconsin a highly moving account of what he had experienced. It was perhaps the longest,
most poignant letter to a relative from a soldier in the Civil War. Some 45 years later, his comments
appeared in book format; this volume is a reprint of that rare edition.
In this keenly observed narration, Haskell vividly describes each day's events and what they wrought: the
wounded, the skirmishes, attacks and counterattacks, estimates of losses, marks of battle, and burial of the
dead. Of the crests in Gettysburg known as Cemetery Ridge, he writes: "Men looked like giants there in the
mist, and the guns of the frowning batteries so big, that it was a relief to know that they were our friends."
On the second day of battle, he lost his horse "Billy" to a bullet that just missed Haskell's left leg. Mentally,
he "begged [Billy's] pardon for spurring him." On the last day, he notes: "The Rebel guns make no reply to
ours, no charging shout rings out to-day . . . the jostling, swaying lines on either side boil, and roar, and dash
their flamy spray, two hostile billows of a fiery ocean. . . . The frequent dead and wounded lie where they
stagger and fall . . . and none can be spared to care for them." He helped bury the dead that day and ended his
letter on a note of hope, speaking of a future in which the Union would "repose in a securer peace and bloom
in a higher civilization." Almost a year later — on June 3, 1864, at Cold Harbor, Virginia — Colonel Haskell
was killed in action. He was 36 years old.
One of the war's best eyewitness accounts, this classic narrative, required reading for students of American
history, will be treasured by Civil War buffs.
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From reader reviews:

Craig Baker:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of The Battle of
Gettysburg: A Soldier's First-Hand Account (Civil War) book as basic and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Larry Hudgens:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring
someone to imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge
to other individuals. When you read this The Battle of Gettysburg: A Soldier's First-Hand Account (Civil
War), you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Doris Cobb:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Battle of Gettysburg: A Soldier's First-
Hand Account (Civil War) can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Sherrie Beardsley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
also you know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something
by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The
Battle of Gettysburg: A Soldier's First-Hand Account (Civil War).
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