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Popular understanding of Zen Buddhism typically involves a stereotyped image of isolated individualsin
meditation, contemplating nothingness. This book presents the "other side of Zen," by examining the
movement's explosive growth during the Tokugawa period (1600-1867) in Japan and by shedding light on
the broader Japanese religious landscape during the era. Using newly-discovered manuscripts, Duncan
Ryuken Williams argues that the success of Soto Zen was due neither to what is most often associated with
the sect, Zen meditation, nor to the teachings of its medieval founder Dogen, but rather to the socia benefits
it conveyed.

Zen Buddhism promised followers many tangible and attractive rewards, including the bestowal of such
perquisites as healing, rain-making, and fire protection, aswell as "funerary Zen" rites that assured salvation
in the next world. Zen temples aso provided for the orderly registration of the entire Japanese populace, as
ordered by the Tokugawa government, which led to stable parish membership.

Williams investigates both the sect's distinctive religious and ritual practices and its nonsectarian
participation in broader currents of Japanese life. While much previous work on the subject has consisted of
passages on great medieval Zen masters and their thoughts strung together and then published as "the history
of Zen," Williams work is based on care ul examination of archival sources including temple logbooks,
prayer and funerary manuals, desth registries, miracle tales of popular Buddhist deities, secret initiation
papers, villagers diaries, and fund-raising donor lists.
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From reader reviews:
Eric Johnson:

The knowledge that you get from The Other Side of Zen: A Socia History of Soto Zen Buddhismin
Tokugawa Japan is the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The Other Side of Zen: A
Social History of Soto Zen Buddhism in Tokugawa Japan giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in anumber of way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the
author of this e-book iswell-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it
easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having that The Other Side of Zen: A Social History of Soto Zen Buddhism in Tokugawa Japan instantly.

Rebecca Wheeler:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you alot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of humerous ways to
share the information as well astheir idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this The Other Side of Zen: A Social History of Soto Zen Buddhism in Tokugawa Japan, you
can tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a book.

Keith Kemp:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou will
see that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for your
requirementsis The Other Side of Zen: A Social History of Soto Zen Buddhism in Tokugawa Japan this
guide consist alot of the information with the condition of thisworld now. This book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically
the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable al of you.

Shawn Mathison:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book The Other Side of Zen: A Social History of Soto Zen Buddhism in Tokugawa
Japan was filled about science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your technology



competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can feel enjoy to read aguide. In the modern eralike currently, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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