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While fighting a war for the Union, the Republican party attempted to construct the world's most powerful
and most socially advanced nation. Rejecting the common assumption that wartime domestic legislation was
a series of piecemeal reactions to wartime necessities, Heather Cox Richardson argues that party members
systematically engineered pathbreaking laws to promote their distinctive theory of political economy.

Republicans were a dynamic, progressive party, the author shows, that championed a specific type of
economic growth. They floated billions of dollars in bonds, developed a national currency and banking
system, imposed income taxes and high tariffs, passed homestead legislation, launched the Union Pacific
railroad, and eventually called for the end of slavery. Their aim was to encourage the economic success of
individual Americans and to create a millennium for American farmers, laborers, and small capitalists.

However, Richardson demonstrates, while Republicans were trying to construct a nation of prosperous
individuals, they were laying the foundation for rapid industrial expansion, corporate corruption, and popular
protest. They created a newly active national government that they determined to use only to promote
unregulated economic development. Unwittingly, they ushered in the Gilded Age.
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From reader reviews:

Tod Espitia:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit your needs
who want to start reading a new book, we give you that The Greatest Nation of the Earth: Republican
Economic Policies during the Civil War (Harvard Historical Studies) book as beginning and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Brenda Taylor:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The Greatest Nation of the Earth:
Republican Economic Policies during the Civil War (Harvard Historical Studies) is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Florence Taylor:

This book untitled The Greatest Nation of the Earth: Republican Economic Policies during the Civil War
(Harvard Historical Studies) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because
when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the
book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you
to past this publication from your list.

Gail Boutwell:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is usually The Greatest Nation of the Earth: Republican Economic Policies during the Civil War
(Harvard Historical Studies).
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