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Uncontested Grounds, William Conelly’s first full-length collection of poetry, is eclectic in people and
places, deftly moving from vineyard to beach, to a Hollywood filmmaking set, and even to the cockpit of a
jet fighter. This is also a collection of contrasts—the din of war in “The Lead Man” versus the “hot reductive
shore” of “R & R,” the tragedy of suicide in “Ernest in Elysium” versus the stir of the unborn “In the Ninth
Month.” This collection of masterfully crafted poems of vivid insights, often delivered with minimalist verve
and directness, is fittingly a finalist for the 2013 Able Muse Book Award.

PRAISE FOR UNCONTESTED GROUNDS:

Uncontested Grounds is a splendid, memorable book. The stylistic precision and trim architecture of these
poems may remind us of Edgar Bowers and other California formalists. William Conelly, however, has a
voice all his own—shrewd, wry, engaging. Even in his more expansive pieces he writes with epigrammatic
force. The perceptions fueling his art are equally alert to the world’s kindness and cruelty, and his work is
impressive not only for its elegance but for its quality of lived experience—in short, for a kind of wisdom
rarely found these days in verse.
???—Robert B. Shaw

This generous collection of the poems of William Conelly is all the more welcome for being long overdue.
Here is a poet who finds extraordinary dimensions in ordinary experience, as in “Treasure” and “The Ford
Birthday Ode,” two memorable moments of childhood; as in “Aubade,” “The Sailor,” “Memento,” and “In
the Ninth Month”—this last from the point of view of a woman about to give birth. Conelly commands both
strict form and free verse, and his language is often fresh and unexpected. Uncontested Grounds will stand as
a notable book in this or any year.
???—X.J. Kennedy

Midwestern by birth, William Conelly has lived on both US coasts, as well as in England and the Middle
East. He is smart and imaginative, and brings a thriving intelligence to life’s experiences. I found the poems
in Uncontested Grounds original, diverse, and lucid.
?Many are poems of place. The first of these features a bankrupt farmer who ponders the “blue, remorseless
beauty” that first lured him onto the stricken acreage he must sell. But the places vary, and some exude
enchantment. I am taken by the touch of a drowsy wife’s feet in “Aubade,” and the couple along Florida’s
“Gulf Coast” pitying “those who’ll wake alone.”
?Conelly writes so well, in a variety of forms, I initially absorbed his insights heedless of their traditional
underpinnings. These poems easily bear rereading then; they compose a fine selection from one of our best
writers.
???—William J. Smith

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

William Conelly followed his father into the military. He later reconsidered, resigned, and took a Master’s
Degree under the distinguished American poet Edgar Bowers. After stints in transport and financial services,
sales and commercial writing, Conelly returned to the academy in 2000 where, by turns, he has served as an
associate professor, a tutor and an instructor of creative writing. His poetry has been published in Iota, The



Lyric, Measure, Pebble Lake Review, Pleiades, Poetry Durham, Poetry Porch and elsewhere. He is a dual
citizen of the US and the UK and maintains a permanent residence in the West Midlands town of Warwick.
He is married with three grown sons.
Uncontested Grounds was a finalist for the 2013 Able Muse Book Award.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Grant:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Uncontested Grounds - Poems: Poems by William Conelly
book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply
to you. The writer regarding Uncontested Grounds - Poems: Poems by William Conelly content conveys the
thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content
but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Uncontested Grounds - Poems: Poems by
William Conelly is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Francisco Gentry:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Uncontested Grounds - Poems: Poems by
William Conelly as the daily resource information.

David Boggs:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Uncontested Grounds - Poems: Poems by William Conelly this reserve
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Diane Smith:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. With the book Uncontested Grounds - Poems: Poems by William Conelly we can acquire
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your



life at this time book Uncontested Grounds - Poems: Poems by William Conelly. You can more inviting than
now.
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