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The high school reunion occurs throughout the United States and cuts across differences in age, locality, and
ethnicity. This popular event is commonly thought of as a light-hearted social occasion or an exercise in
nostalgia that has little other significance in the lives of its participants. Drawing on candid personal
narratives derived from reunions ranging from the fifth to the fiftieth, this pathbreaking study demonstrates,
however, that for many Americans the high school reunion is a rich and often poignant experience.

Of particular interest is the fact that this ethnographic study was conducted by a Japanese anthropologist
trained in the United States, who offers a comparative perspective on high schools in the two countries. High
schools serve very different social purposes in Japan and the United States, and the ways people in the two
countries view their high school years differ accordingly.

The author examines the American high school reunion as a dramatic scene in the construction of self and
meaning in adulthood. During the high school reunion, Americans are thrown into a room full of mirrors in
which they are confronted by different visions of themselves. There they see images of their high school
selves filtered through the lights and shadows cast by classmates’ memories and projected against the
backdrop created by the lives of those classmates in the present day. Through an analysis of the multiple
reflections of self that emerge during reunions, the author shows how reunions afford people an occasion on
which to reevaluate their own memories and arrive at a new understanding of self. The American high school
reunion thus provides participants with a series of self-perceptions from which they can construct new
narratives of their own lives.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Wild:

Typically the book A Room Full of Mirrors: High School Reunions in Middle America has a lot details on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after reading this book.

Jared Hoskins:

A Room Full of Mirrors: High School Reunions in Middle America can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing A Room
Full of Mirrors: High School Reunions in Middle America however doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Alma Miranda:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this A Room Full of Mirrors: High School Reunions in Middle America
can make you experience more interested to read.

Lynette Cavanaugh:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book A Room Full of Mirrors: High School
Reunions in Middle America to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book
and study it. Beside that the reserve A Room Full of Mirrors: High School Reunions in Middle America can
to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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