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On May 10, 2008, a tornado struck the northeastern Oklahoma town of Picher, destroying more than one
hundred homes and killing six people. It was the final blow to a onetime boomtown already staggering under
the weight of its history. The lead and zinc mining that had given birth to the town had also proven its
undoing, earning Picher in 2006 the distinction of being the nation’s most toxic Superfund site. Recounting
the town’s dissolution and documenting its remaining traces, Picher, Oklahoma tells the story of an
unfolding ghost town. With shades of Picher’s past lives lingering at every intersection, memories of its
proud history and sad decline inhere in the relics, artifacts, personal treasures, and broken structures
abandoned in disaster’s wake.

In Todd Stewart’s haunting photographs, faded snapshots and letters, well-worn garments, and books and
toys give harrowing and elegiac testimony of constancy and dislocation. Empty buildings and bared
foundations stand in silent witness to the homes, schools, churches, and businesses that once defined life in
Picher. As these photographs and Alison Fields’s accompanying essays explore the otherworldly town
teetering over massive sinkholes, they reveal how memory, embedded in everyday objects, can be dislocated
and reframed through both chronic and acute instances of environmental trauma.

Though hardly known outside the Three Corners Region of Oklahoma, Kansas, and Missouri, the fate of
Picher echoes well beyond its borders. Picher, Oklahoma reflects the broader intersections of memory, time,
material objects, and changing environments, demanding our attention even as it resists easy interpretation.
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From reader reviews:

Crystal McMullen:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Picher, Oklahoma: Catastrophe, Memory, and Trauma (The Charles
M. Russell Center Series on Art and Photography of the American West).

Cheryl Steele:

This Picher, Oklahoma: Catastrophe, Memory, and Trauma (The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art
and Photography of the American West) are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Picher, Oklahoma: Catastrophe, Memory, and Trauma (The
Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art and Photography of the American West) can be among the great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with
information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Picher,
Oklahoma: Catastrophe, Memory, and Trauma (The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art and
Photography of the American West) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
enjoy reading.

Anthony Vice:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is definitely Picher, Oklahoma: Catastrophe, Memory, and Trauma (The Charles M.
Russell Center Series on Art and Photography of the American West).

Terry Hollis:

You will get this Picher, Oklahoma: Catastrophe, Memory, and Trauma (The Charles M. Russell Center
Series on Art and Photography of the American West) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve
are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the



modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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