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The House of Lords, for over 300 years the UK's highest court, was transformed in 2009 into the UK
Supreme Court. This book provides a compelling and unrivaled view into the workings of the Court during
its final decade, and into the formative years of the Supreme Court. Drawing on over 100 interviews,
including a total of 36 Law Lords, this is a landmark study of appellate judging 'from the inside,' written by
an author whose earlier work on the House of Lords has provided a scholarly benchmark for over 30 years.
With insights from social psychology and strategic theory and collegiality, the book demonstrates that
appellate decision-making in the House of Lords - always a social and collective process turning on a
number of dialogues between justices and counsel - remains dialogue-based, but is now more varied, being
face to face, oral, written, symbolic, contemporary, asynchronic, and virtual. The range of dialogues is also
more extensive than in the past, including with dialogue foreign courts (especially Strasbourg) and with
Judicial Assistants, thus subtly altering the tenor of other dialogues. The interface with counsel remains
central to the decision-making process, but written arguments have doubled in size while oral ones have been
halved in duration. This has had unexpected knock-on effects on the dialogue between the Law Lords
themselves, which has also moved from one that was predominantly oral 40 years ago to one that was much
more in writing by 2009. In terms of collegial decision-making, the research reveals that, unlike the English
Court of Appeal, the House of Lords in the last decade was only intermittently collegial. On a number of
fronts, the preferences of the senior Law Lord ensured that opinion writing, concurrences, and dissents were
largely left to individual preference rather than collectively negotiated. The book also examines the
techniques for consensus building and influencing judicial colleagues used in the House, which enabled
certain Law Lords in a significant number of close decisions to bring about a change in the majority decision
of the court. The expansion in judicial review over the last 30 years has given rise to another final dialogue
with Parliament, leading to a constitutional struggle between the highest court and the other branches of
government which masks an accountability problem recently exacerbated by the doctrine of separation of
powers. The book examines mechanisms for handling this democratic deficit, including reform to the
selection procedure for Supreme Court Justices and greater transparency in decision-making. The concluding
chapter explores the changed dialogues that have come with the advent of the Supreme Court and the
attempts in the new Supreme Court to introduce a more collegial decision-making style. Winner of the 2015
Inner Temple Book Prize.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Bagwell:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Final Judgment:
The Last Law Lords and the Supreme Court suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled Final Judgment: The Last Law Lords and the Supreme Courtis the one of
several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained
their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication.
This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world in this particular book.

Kai Martin:

Typically the book Final Judgment: The Last Law Lords and the Supreme Court will bring you to definitely
the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Final Judgment: The Last Law Lords and the
Supreme Court is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so
you can more readily to read the book.

Carol McElroy:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time,
the book you have read is Final Judgment: The Last Law Lords and the Supreme Court.

Connie Nixon:

This Final Judgment: The Last Law Lords and the Supreme Court is brand-new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into
it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this Final Judgment: The
Last Law Lords and the Supreme Court can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is reachable
by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy
even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for
your better life and knowledge.
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