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What Du Bois noted has gone largely unstudied until now. In this book, Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham gives
us our first full account of the crucial role of black women in making the church a powerful institution for
social and political change in the black community. Between 1880 and 1920, the black church served as the
most effective vehicle by which men and women alike, pushed down by racism and poverty, regrouped and
rallied against emotional and physical defeat. Focusing on the National Baptist Convention, the largest
religious movement among black Americans, Higginbotham shows us how women were largely responsible
for making the church a force for self-help in the black community. In her account, we see how the efforts of
women enabled the church to build schools, provide food and clothing to the poor, and offer a host of social
welfare services. And we observe the challenges of black women to patriarchal theology. Class, race, and
gender dynamics continually interact in Higginbotham's nuanced history. She depicts the cooperation,
tension, and negotiation that characterized the relationship between men and women church leaders as well
as the interaction of southern black and northern white women's groups.

Higginbotham's history is at once tough-minded and engaging. It portrays the lives of individuals within this
movement as lucidly as it delineates feminist thinking and racial politics. She addresses the role of black
Baptist women in contesting racism and sexism through a "politics of respectability" and in demanding civil
rights, voting rights, equal employment, and educational opportunities.

Righteous Discontent finally assigns women their rightful place in the story of political and social activism in
the black church. It is central to an understanding of African American social and cultural life and a critical
chapter in the history of religion in America.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Mullinax:

This Righteous Discontent: The Women's Movement in the Black Baptist Church, 1880-1920 are reliable for
you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Righteous Discontent: The
Women's Movement in the Black Baptist Church, 1880-1920 can be among the great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that might be
will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Righteous Discontent: The
Women's Movement in the Black Baptist Church, 1880-1920 giving you an enormous of experience such as
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Guadalupe Marshall:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, ya think
reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Righteous Discontent: The Women's
Movement in the Black Baptist Church, 1880-1920 which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's notice.

Marcie Johnson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Righteous Discontent: The Women's Movement in
the Black Baptist Church, 1880-1920 can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this
one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your
friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? Let's have Righteous Discontent: The Women's Movement in the Black Baptist Church, 1880-1920.

Lillian Thornton:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Righteous Discontent: The Women's Movement in the Black Baptist Church, 1880-1920. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier
to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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