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Near and Distant Neighbours is the first ever substantiated and complete history of Soviet intelligence. Based
on a mass of newly declassified Russian secret intelligence documentation, it reveals the true story of Soviet
intelligence from its very beginnings in 1917 right through to the end of the Cold War. Covering both main
branches of Soviet espionage - civilian and military - Jonathan Haslam charts the full range of the Soviet
intelligence effort and the story of its development:
in cryptography, disinformation, special forces, and counter-intelligence.

In a tragic irony, an organization that so casually disposed of others critically depended upon the human
factor. Due to their lack of expertise and technological know-how, from early on the Soviets were forced to
rely heavily on secret agents instead of the more sophisticated code-breaking techniques of other intelligence
agencies. But in this they were highly successful, recruiting spy rings such as the infamous 'Cambridge Five'
in the 1930s. Had it not been for Soviet espionage against
Britain's code-breaking effort during the Second World War, Stalin might never have won the victory that
later enabled him to dominate half of Europe. Similarly, espionage directed at his allies enabled the Soviets
to build an atomic bomb earlier than expected and to take calculated risks in post-war
diplomacy, such as his audacious blockade of Berlin which led to the Berlin Airlift.

Khrushchev's denunciation of Stalin in 1956 alienated many of the foreign 'friends' so valued by the Soviet
intelligence services. It also made new recruitment of foreign agents much more difficult, as the USSR
rapidly lost its glamour and ideological appeal to potential supporters in the West during the 1950s.
However, the gap was finally bridged through exploiting greedy and disloyal Western intelligence officers,
using blackmail and bribery - and with great success. In fact, it was the
ultimate irony that the KGB and GRU had never been more effective than when the Soviet Union began to
collapse from within.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Holdren:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Near and Distant Neighbours: A New History of
Soviet Intelligence will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Randolph Dilworth:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Near and Distant Neighbours: A New History of Soviet Intelligence book is readable
simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer regarding Near and Distant Neighbours: A New History of Soviet Intelligence content conveys
objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it
just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Near and Distant Neighbours: A New History
of Soviet Intelligence is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Tyron Lenahan:

The experience that you get from Near and Distant Neighbours: A New History of Soviet Intelligence is the
more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Near and Distant Neighbours: A New History of Soviet
Intelligence giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that
can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Near and Distant
Neighbours: A New History of Soviet Intelligence instantly.

Danna Bullock:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is called of book Near and Distant Neighbours: A New History of Soviet Intelligence. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier
to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other
place.
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